(19) 



J 



Europaisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europeen des brevets 





(12) 



(88) Date of publication A3: 

15.10.2003 Bulletin 2003/42 

(43) Date of publication A2: 

04.08.1999 Bulletin 1999/31 

(21) Application number: 99300690.7 

(22) Date of filing: 29.01.1999 



(H) EP 0 933 735 A3 

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 

(51) IntCI. 7 : G07F 17/32 



(84) Designated Contracting States: 


(72) Inventor: Okada, Kazuo 


AT BE CH CY DE DK ES Fl FR GB GR IE IT LI LU 


Tokyo (JP) 


MC NL PT SE 




Designated Extension States: 


(74) Representative: Nicholls, Michael John 


AL LT LV MK RO SI 


J.A. KEMP & CO. 




14, South Square 


(30) Priority: 30.01.1998 JP 1963598 


Gray's Inn 




London WC1R5JJ (GB) 


(71) Applicant: Aruze Corporation 




Tokyo (JP) 





CO 

< 

m 

CO 

CO 
CO 

o 



(54) Gaming machine 

(57) A gaming machine (1 ) comprises a variable dis- 
play (4L, 4C, 4R) for displaying principal graphical infor- 
mation corresponding to at least one of a plurality of prin- 
cipal graphical elements, each principal graphical ele- 
ment having a predetermined significance in a principal 
game of the gaming machine (1); a secondary display 
(6) for displaying secondary graphical information hav- 
ing a display portion positioned below the display portion 
of the variable display (4L, 4C, 4R) ; and a controller (20) 
for producing first control signals that control said vari- 
able display (4L, 4C, 4R) to display the principal graph- 
ical information as a sequential principal progression of 
the principal graphical elements, and second control 
signals that control said secondary display (6) to display 
the secondary graphical information, the secondary 
graphical information having a predetermined relation- 
ship to the sequential progression of the principal graph- 
ical elements. In the period from beginning to end of var- 
iation action of the variable display (4L, 4C, 4R), a sep- 
arate indication, that is correlated to the control of the 
variation action of the variable display (4L, 4C, 4R), is 
performed by the secondary display (6). As the results, 
monotony to wait for result of the game is dissolved. The 
display portion of the secondary display (6) is provided 
below the display portion of the variable display (4L, 4C, 
4R). Therefore, a player can watch the separate indica- 
tion of the secondary display (6) and the indication of 
the variable display (4L, 4C, 4R) at the same time with- 
out movement of his eyes. 
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